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April 6, 2025 - 8:00 3.m. & 10:30 3.m.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

8695 Gratiot Road  Saginaw, MI 48609 (989)781-2170
Email address: ascensionlc@sbcglobal.net

Julie Bailey, Pastor

Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:30am

Wednesday Worship 7:00pm




Fifth Sunday in Lent
Call to Worship “5™ Sunday of Lent: Psalm 126” (CCLI 7178653)

(Leader) Refrain The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.

(Al Refrain The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.

(Leader) When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,
we were like men dreaming.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with rejoicing. Refrain

(Leader) Then they said among the nations,
"The LORD has done great things for them."
The LORD has done great things for us;
we are glad indeed. Refrain

(Leader) Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those that sow in tears
shall reap rejoicing. Refrain

(Leader) Although they go forth weeping,
carrying the seed to be sown,
They shall come back rejoicing,
carrying their sheaves. Refrain

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,...you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always
reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown
to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others,
even though you have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home. In
Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.
C: Amen



Hymn: “As We Gather at Your Table” (ELW 522)

As we gather at your table,

as we listen to your word,

help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;

teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

Turn our worship into witness

in the sacrament of life;

send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;

may we still behold your image

in the world you died to save.

Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast

where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us

nor will pride our peace destroy,

as we join with saints and angels

to repeat the sounding joy.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Kyrie: (ELW, Setting 10, page 203)

_9_# . ! i

I . I

& EEE===: e
1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.

IQ ﬁ — | | ! !

© — ===

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our
desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim
the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
18 Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17 who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down; they cannot rise;
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
8 Do not remember the former things
or consider the things of old.
19T am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches,
for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
2L the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] * If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: ® circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. ” Yet whatever
gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. 1°T want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 1! if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. !* Not
that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which
Christ has laid hold of me. 3 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I
have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, *1 press on toward the
goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God!



Gospel Acclamation: (ELW, Setting 10, page 205)
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to wus in-clined.

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the twelfth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 12:1-8

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him. 3 Mary
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was
about to betray him), said, ®> “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to
the poor?” ® (He said this not because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; he kept the common
purse and used to steal what was put into it.) " Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might
keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (ELW 886) (verses 1-2, 4-5)

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,

the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,

to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.

He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,
new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.

Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace! Public Domain.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...God, in your mercy,
Congregation responds...receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offering Song: “Create In Me” (CCLI 106855)

Create in me a clean heart oh God
That | might serve You

Create in me a clean heart oh God
That | might be renewed

So fill me and heal me

And bring me back to You

Create in me a clean heart oh God

That | might serve You
Offering Prayer
A: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. As we
prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue (ELW, Setting 10, page 206)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy” (ELW, Setting 10, page 207)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age
to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of
faith:



C: Christ has died.
C: Christis risen.
C: Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Communion Songs: “Lamb of God” (ELW, Setting 10, page 208)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

“When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” (ELW 803)

When | survey the wondrous cross
on which the prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss
and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast
save in the death of Christ, my God,;
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?



Were the whole realm of nature mine,

that were a present far too small;

love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all. Public Domain.

“How Great Thou Art” (ELW 856)

O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,

| see the stars, | hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed,

Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades | wander,

| hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

when | look down from lofty mountain grandeur

and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, | scarce can take it in,

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing

he bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then | shall bow in humble adoration

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray. Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set
tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

Blessing
P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.



Sending Song: “To God Be The Glory” (CCLI 23426)

To God be the glory great things He has done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin

And opened the life gate that all may go in

Chorus Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He has done

O perfect redemption the purchase of blood

To every believer the promise of God

The vilest offender who truly believes

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives Chorus

Great things He has taught us

Great things He has done

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son

But purer and higher and greater will be

Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see Chorus

Dismissal

A: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community
C: Through an Open Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table.
A: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.

C: Thanks be to God.
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