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Baptism of Our Lord

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.

C: Amen.

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,...you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose
injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our
faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you. I have called you by name.

You are mine.” In -+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters of
mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.

C: Amen

Hymn: “Wade in the Water” (ELW 459) (Leader sings the words in parentheses)

Refrain Woade in the water,
wade in the water, children,
wade in the water,

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(See that host all dressed in white,)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(the leader looks like the Israelite.)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

(See that band all dressed in red,)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(looks like the band that Moses led.)
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

(Look over yonder, what do | see?)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(the Holy Ghost a-coming on me.)

God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

(If you don't believe I've been redeemed,)
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water.

(just follow me down to Jordan's stream.)
God's a-goin'-a trouble the water. Refrain

Public Domain.



Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray... Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him
as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
! But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight
and honored and | love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
®Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
®T will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
" everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!



Psalm 29 (Read Responsively)

! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LoRrD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

®The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

®the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

" The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

% The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD
all are crying, “Glory!”

10 The Lorob sits enthroned above the flood; the LoRD sits enthroned as king forevermore.

110 Lorb, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
John to them. *® The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 1° (for as yet
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).

17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation: “Thy Word” (CCLI 14301 Chorus Only)

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

15 As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, 1® John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is
more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 1" His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 2 Now when all the people were baptized
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, ?>and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: “Shall We Gather at the River” (ELW 423)

Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.

On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,

we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain

Ere we reach the shining river,

lay we ev'ry burden down;

grace our spirits will deliver,

and provide a robe and crown. Refrain

Soon we'll reach the shining river,

soon our pilgrimage will cease;

soon our happy hearts will quiver

with the melody of peace. Refrain Public Domain.

Affirmation of Baptism

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public affirmation of
baptism into Christ. We give you thanks for those who are making public profession with us and joining in the
ministry of Ascension Lutheran Church. (Pastor will read names)

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community
of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

C: Amen.

Profession of Faith
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C: I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C: | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Affirmation
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
C: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.

C: Amen.

The Prayers of the Children of God
Each petition ends...God of grace,
Congregation responds...hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Offering

Offering Song: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (ELW 314, verses 1,4)

Arise, your light has come!

The Spirit's call obey;

show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.

Avrise, your light has come!

The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.



Offering Prayer

A: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what
we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion
P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

Communion Songs:  “When Jesus Came to Jordan” (ELW 305)

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John,

he did not come for pardon but as the Sinless One.

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss,
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross.

So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man,
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make;
this very day invade us, and ev'ry bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.



“Baptized in Water” (ELW 456)

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our King:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Post-Communion Blessing
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of
the world. In the name of Christ we pray,

C: Amen

Blessing
P: The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in love.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: “Baptized and Set Free” (ELW 453)

We are people created, chosen by God.

Then we're washed, ever gently, in mercy and love.

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door

to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more.

We are fed and we're nourished, filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed.
For whatever the need, God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need.

We are nourished by water, all living things,

and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings.

As we journey toward home, may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home.

Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free!
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Dismissal

A: We work together to spread Christ's love with our community
C: Through an Open Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table.
A: Go in peace. Live in hope.

C: Thanks be to God.
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