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--These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation of their faith.  (Lutheran Book of Worship, Affirmation of Baptism service)
Congratulations!  You have completed your class work in preparation for your public affirmation of baptism, or confirmation.  You have had the opportunity to develop relationships with the other youth and with a variety of other adults.  On April 27, you will declare your intent to your fellow siblings in Christ.

Each youth is asked to complete this one last written project.  I want to see your thought process, not just the yes, no and because answers.  For most of the questions, there isn’t a right or wrong.  We believe that our relationship with God and with the people of God must be priority in our lives- it isn’t only us who thinks that, God does too—therefore the first commandment—you shall have no other gods.  
I want to read your thoughts, your concerns, your goals, your understanding—whatever the question is asking you.  You may talk with other youth, your parents, or an adult you trust.  You will be affirming the covenant with God—the promise of living your life as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

Please complete this booklet by April 8, 2025 and return it to church.
Please take your time and thought in completing this booklet.  It is not a “test”, so don’t stress about it.  At the same time, we pray you will take the questions seriously and answer in a manner that I can tell you truly put some thought into the answers.  If you have any questions, please call one of us or talk to us at church.

Pastor Julie 
Who am I and who does God say that I am?

  O LORD, you have searched me and known me.

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
  you discern my thoughts from far away.

3You search out my path and my lying down, 

  and are acquainted with all my ways.

4Even before a word is on my tongue,

  O LORD, you know it completely.  –Psalm 139:1-4

Who am I?  There are so many identifying factors that we place upon ourselves or others do.  Some are positive and some are not.  These identifying factors may include what we look like, what we are good at, what people think or say about us.  

So who do you say you are?  Who do others say you are?  Is there anything that you would like to change?
Now, think about who God sees.  Are they similar or different than what you and others may say?  Who is that person God created and sees on the inside, what potential and promise does God see?  Does God have any hopes for you?  Any promises?  How does God respond to that person?  You might consider God’s story of creation, the action of God through Jesus out of God’s love for us, and any other Bible passage or story you remember.  
What does it mean to be justified/made right by grace through faith?

8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.—Ephesians 2:8-10
Lutherans teach that we are saved/justified by grace through faith through Jesus Christ and not by what we do.  We use the phrase “justified by grace through faith apart from the works of the law”.  How do you understand what Jesus has done for us, and what does it mean in your life today?  In your answer, define the words grace and saved.  What is your understanding of eternal life—it’s beginning and end?  And does this mean that we can continue to do whatever we want without consequence because God promises to forgive?  
How will you live out your faith?

You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:


To live among God’s faithful people,


To hear His Word and share in His supper,


To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed


To serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,


And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Your response is:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
How do you plan to live out the baptismal covenant you make with God?  Reminder, you will be considered a “voting” member of the congregation—with the expectation to participate in decision making, giving, serving, worshipping, study, prayer, inviting, and encouraging.

Do you have any questions about any of the ways in which you might participate?  Please share.
As stated earlier, once you affirm your baptism, you are considered a voting member of the congregation.  This includes working with the body of Christ in mission to boldly make Christ’s vision known.  We need your voice.  You don’t need to know all the answers, but you are encouraged to ask questions.  Please attend the congregations meetings and let your voice and vote be heard, and give of your time, talent, and financial gifts as we strive together to help people see God’s kingdom on earth as in heaven.
With your parents discuss and answer the following:

Youth, what is one thing you learned in class that you will remember and look back on to guide you on your faith journey? 

Youth, what questions still remain after your time with us?  What would you like to know more about?


Parent, what leads you to understand that your child is ready to affirm their baptism and their faith in Jesus Christ?

Confirmation verse(s)
On Confirmation Sunday, you will be asked to share a Bible verse of your choosing.  The verse you choose should reflect something about your faith or how you understand your faith.  Please review verse, talk it over with parents or another person you can trust, and choose a verse.  Then write what that verse means to you and why that is the verse you chose (this should be a more than a few words).
Faith Statement:  
You are also asked to write at least a 1 paragraph statement to be shared with the congregation (not orally) on what your faith means to you and how you have grown in faith as you approach adulthood.  How do you believe Jesus has been at work in your life thus far?  How does faith encourage you to become who you are called to be?  How does faith inform how you make decisions? How is God at work in our world?  Are there specific learnings in class, camp, Charge, or another activity that has informed your faith?
