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Fourth Sunday of Advent            

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Hymn: “Advent Song” (CCLI 216714 verse 4 & chorus) 

 

Light the Advent candle four 

Think of joy forevermore 

Christ-child in a stable born 

Gift of love that Christmas morn 

 

Candle candle burning bright 

Shining in the cold winter night 

Candle candle burning bright 

Fill our hearts with Christmas light 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P:  Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, 

so we dream and wait for you. Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more radiant than these candles, and 

more dear than all else we seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all 

our fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. 

C:  Amen 

 

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257 verses 1,5,7,8 + refrain) 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

O come, O King of nations, come, 

O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

refresh the hearts that long for you; 

restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray… Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 

us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program (10:30am) 

 

(8am only) First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth; 
5a and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

(8am only) Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but 

a body you have prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I 

said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8 When he 

said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and 

sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He 

abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

(8am only) Gospel Acclamation:  “Celtic Alleluia” (ELW 174) 

Public Domain 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

(8am only) Gospel: Luke 1:39-55 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 

Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked 

with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the 

Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled 

the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 

of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(8am only) Sermon 

 

(8am only) Hymn of the Day: “Savior of the Nations, Come” (ELW 263 verses 1-4) 

 

Savior of the nations, come; 

virgin's son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

God has chosen such a birth. 

 

Not by human flesh and blood, 

but the mystic Breath of God, 

was the Word of God made flesh, 

fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

 

Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 

from his throne, a virgin mild! 

Very God, and Mary's son, 

eager now his race to run! 

 

From God's heart the Savior speeds, 

back to God his pathway leads; 

out to vanquish death's command, 

back to reign at God's right hand. 
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 (8am only) Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Song:  “We Are Waiting for Jesus” (ACS 905) 

 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Sun of justice, shine upon us; 

we are trusting in your promise. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 

stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Offering Prayer 

A:  Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise 

you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the 

advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy.  Come to the table. 

 

Communion Songs: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Public Domain. 

 

“Joy to the World” (ELW 267) 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
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No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Public Domain 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

A:  Let us pray.  Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for 

coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into 

the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 

C:  Amen 

 

Blessing 

P:  God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless 

and keep you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending Song:  “Canticle of the Turning” (ELW 723) 

 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,  

so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 

 

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, 

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 

From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
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Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 

God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

 

Dismissal 

A:  We work together to spread Christ's love with our community 

C: Through an Open Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table. 

A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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