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Third Sunday of Advent            

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Hymn: “Advent Song” (CCLI 216714 verse 3 & chorus) 

 

Light the Advent candle three 

Think of heavenly harmony 

Angels singing peace on earth 

At the blessed Savior's birth 

 

Candle candle burning bright 

Shining in the cold winter night 

Candle candle burning bright 

Fill our hearts with Christmas light 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P:  Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to parched ground and life out of 

death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. Give us strength and patience, 

trusting that you are true to your promises. Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at 

hand. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Hymn: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (ELW 843) 

 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

with a liberating light; 

praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 

turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the gospel, 

healing ev'ry dread disease, 

calming storms and feeding thousands 

with the very bread of peace. 

 

Praise the One who blessed the children 

with a strong yet gentle word; 

praise the One who drove out demons 

with a piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

to the desert's burning sand; 

from this well comes living water 

quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

 

Praise the one true love incarnate: 

Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose for many  

that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness,  

seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory;  

praise the One who makes us one. 

 



2 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray… Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching 

of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Christmas Program Practice 

 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 

 he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall fear disaster no more. 
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

 do not let your hands grow weak. 
17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 

 a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

 he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing 

 18 as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

 so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19 I will deal with all your oppressors 

 at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 
20 At that time I will bring you home, 

 at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6 (Read Responsively) 
2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my strength and my 

might, and has become my salvation. 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; make known the deeds of the 

LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 

is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Celtic Alleluia” (ELW 174) 
 

Public Domain 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the third chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to 

them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should 

we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages.” 15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 

and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18 So, with many 

other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” (ELW 246) 

 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 

"Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness, 

all you children of the day!" 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 

from earth's bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 

 

See the Lamb, so long expected, 

come with pardon down from heav'n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all, to be forgiv'n; 

 

So, when next he comes in glory 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 

he will shield us with his mercy 

and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing 

to the Father and the Son 

with the everlasting Spirit 

while unending ages run! 
Public Domain. 

 

Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation responds…receive our prayer. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Offering 

 

Offering Song:  “We Are Waiting for Jesus” (ACS 905) 

 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Sun of justice, shine upon us; 

we are trusting in your promise. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 

stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A:  Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise 

you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the 

advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 

P:  God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
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Communion Songs: “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) 

 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (ELW 244) 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 

shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 

 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!    Public Domain. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

A:  Let us pray.  Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for 

coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into 

the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 

C:  Amen 

 

Blessing 

P:  God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless 

and keep you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



7 

Sending Song:  “Joy to the World” (ELW 267) 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Public Domain 

Dismissal 

A:  We work together to spread Christ's love with our community 

C: Through an Open Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table. 

A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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