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Reformation Sunday             

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, host at every table, companion of the suffering, spirit of resurrection 

life. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of letting go,...we confess that we fill ourselves with empty riches while our neighbors starve. 

God of the cross,…we confess that we grasp for dreams of wealth and reject your path of sacrificial love. 

God who knows our pain,…we confess that we become numb or grumpy when you invite us into 

compassion. 

God who saves, feeds, and heals,…we repent of setting the table too small. We lament our habits of 

scarcity and distrust. We renounces the lures of prosperity and seek your reign of joy and peace. 

 

P:  People of God, we are both sinners and saints: God’s table is set for all creation. In Jesus Christ, all our 

sins are forgiven, all our fears are cast aside, and all our neighbors are fed. 

C:  Alleluia! Thanks be o God. 

 

P:  Praise the Holy Spirit who gives us abundant life! 

C: Amen 

 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (ELW 654) 

 

The church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation 

by water and the word. 

From heav'n he came and sought her 

to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 

and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation 

one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 

with ev'ry grace endued. 
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Though with a scornful wonder 

this world sees her oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, 

by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; 

their cry goes up: "How long?" 

And soon the night of weeping 

shall be the morn of song. 
 

Through toil and tribulation 

and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation 

of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious 

her longing eyes are blest, 

and the great church victorious 

shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth has union 

with God, the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion 

with those whose rest is won. 

Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

Lord, save us by your grace, 

that we, like saints before us, 

may see you face to face.     Public Domain. 

 

Greeting 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray… Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 

in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 

protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on 

the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m.) & Dismiss to Children’s Church 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-24 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: 

I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 46 (Read Responsively) 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. R 
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in 

his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (ELW 172) 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Gospel: John 8:31-36 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants 

of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does 

not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, 

you will be free indeed.” 

 

P: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (ELW 517) 

 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

and bring to naught all he has done. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

for you are Lord of lords alone; 

defend your holy church, that we 

may sing your praise eternally. 

 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 

send peace and unity on earth; 

support us in our final strife 

and lead us out of death to life. 
Public Domain. 

Apostles’ Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Children of God 

Each petition ends…God of grace, 

Congregation responds…hear our prayer. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Offering 

 

Offering Song:  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 184) 

 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A:  Blessed are you, God of surprising grace. You call us to bold acts of kindness and brave gestures of 

solidarity. Receive and hallow these offerings of our time and treasure. Multiply these gifts so that your reign 

of plenty and peace may be known by all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen.  
 

Thanksgiving 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

 

“Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen” 
Public Domain 

 

Invitation to Communion / Distribution of Holy Communion 

P:  Jesus welcomes you to this table.  Come, here is your God. 
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Communion Songs: “Build a Longer Table” (ACS 1062) 

 

Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 

Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 

 

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 

where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 

For any place where justice is denied, 

Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 

Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

When we embrace compassion more than fear, 

Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 

 

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 

Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 

So must our tables welcome those who roam. 

None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast” (ELW 479) 

 

We come to the hungry feast 

hungry for a word of peace. 

To hungry hearts unsatisfied 

the love of God is not denied. 

We come, we come to the hungry feast. 

 

We come to the hungry feast 

hungry for a world released 

from hungry folk of ev'ry kind, 

the poor in body, poor in mind. 

We come, we come to the hungry feast. 

 

We come to the hungry feast 

hungry that the hunger cease, 

and knowing, though we eat our fill, 

the hunger will stay with us; still 

we come, we come to the hungry feast. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P:  And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A:  Let us pray.  Thank you, God our provider, for this meal of grace. May the mercies we have tasted here 

make us quick to share and ready to welcome others, as you have welcomed and loved us fully. Let all our 

tables bear witness to your abundant life, good and gracious God.  

C:  Amen 
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Blessing 

P:  May the God of crowded tables feed you. May the God of truth fully see you. May the God of hope sustain 

you for the journey ahead and keep you in grace, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sending Song:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 504) 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might  

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
 

God's Word forever shall abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

Dismissal 

A:  We work together to spread Christ's love with our community 

C: Through an Open Heart, Open Mind, and an Open Table. 

A:  Go in peace. Seek the truth. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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