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Ascension Lutheran Church
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Pastor Julie Bailey

Planning a funeral can be one of the most difficult undertakings a family will have to undergo.  This document helps families with the difficult decisions that need to be made.
Why a church funeral?
One of the first determinations is where to have the funeral or memorial service.  If the person is part of a church community, often the deceased or the family will desire the service to be held in the church.  
Choosing a church setting is choosing a worship service.  This service not only remembers the person as we know him or her, but also reminds us that first and foremost he or she is a child of God, baptized in the waters of baptism and as a community of faith we place our hope and trust in the promises of Christ’s resurrection and that we will rise with him.

Scheduling of a Funeral

In most cases, the scheduling of the funeral will be done in conjunction with the funeral home, working together to ensure that all facilities and pastor are available for a service.  The pastor of Ascension will preside at the funeral.  In situations where the pastor is not available, another pastor will be authorized to preside.  To honor the Sabbath, we do not offer funerals on Sunday.  
Planning the funeral
The pastor and family will arrange a time to meet as soon as this can be scheduled. During this time the following will be discussed:


Information about the person— Include what the person was like, what his or her passions were, and any instructions he or she may have left.

Readings—A good place to look for this is in his/her Bible.  Often people who use a consistent Bible for reading and devotion might put clippings or notes regarding his/her desires or thoughts.  Common scripture is included later in this document, however if the person has a scripture he/she likes or it is determined that another passage is appropriate, it may be used.


Music—The funeral is a worship service, so music must be appropriate for the service.  Hymns may be chosen for the congregation to sing or music may be downloaded for use during the service.  Secular music may be used, if appropriate.  All music must be approved by the pastor. Ample planning must be done if music other than hymns is expected, and the musician will need to be consulted as to availability to have it ready for the service.  


If a soloist is desired, practice times must be arranged with the musician.


Holy Communion—Funerals are a worship service and to participate in the Communion service is welcomed and encouraged.  


Speakers—At times, people may desire to speak to their relationship with the deceased.  If this is desired, the person must be aware that this is a worship service and that appropriate language and stories must be told. Pastor reserves the right to end a story if it is deemed inappropriate. If there are questions about whether or not something is appropriate, please ask pastor prior to the service.  

We will ask you for an estimated number of people you expect to be at the funeral and luncheon; if you are having one.  
Other Considerations

Flower Delivery

Most flowers will be delivered to the funeral home and transferred by the funeral home to the church for the service.  If flowers are to be delivered to the church, the church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Flowers may be delivered to the church during those times.  The church is also open one hour prior to the funeral if flowers need to be delivered then.  
Bulletins

The church does provide bulletins for funerals done in the church.  Bulletins will be prepared once the readings and music have been determined.  Consideration is to be taken so that the secretary has time to prepare the bulletin.
Use of Church Building
For most funerals, there is no charge for use of the church.  General usage includes the use of the sanctuary and gathering area one hour prior to the service for visitation and during the service. The nursery is available, but it is expected that children not be left unattended in the nursery and that it be picked up when done.

It is becoming more common that the church be used for visitation.  In the case that visitation is desired at the church, the following must be considered—
· We may need to bring in staff, so a charge for increased staffing will apply—this includes visitations outside our normal office hours of Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. -2 p.m.   Cost per extra hour will be $25/hour.

· If a video is desired to be shown during visitation, this video must be on a flashdrive for us to run through the TV in the gathering area.  If a DVD, it can be shown in the sanctuary up to the time of the funeral.
· The custodial staff makes room in the gathering area for the picture boards and people gathering.  We do not set up extra seating.  People may enter the sanctuary as well if they wish to sit in a quiet place. 

Funeral Luncheons

Funeral Luncheons are provided as a ministry of our congregation.  The luncheon includes lunch meat, cheese, bread, and a variety of hot dishes, salads, and desserts. Family and friends are welcome to provide favorite dishes if they desire.  The cost of the luncheon is the cost of the lunchmeat, cheese and bread.  Donations above that are welcome to help provide the paper goods and other items necessary to continue this ministry.  
Memorials
We are thankful for your consideration of a memorial gift to the church.  Pastor will talk with you about how that works and where you may wish to designate your memorial.
Funeral costs at church:

Pastor:

*





Use of Church:
none (unless extra hours needed for visitation)




Musician:  
$50-$75, more if expected to learn new music or practice with soloist

Sound Board: 
$35

*In most cases, the funeral home will include the payment to the pastor, musician and often soundboard in the payment to them.  Please check with the funeral director.
Funeral luncheon:  cost of lunchmeat, cheese and bread





Order of service
Gathering
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Opening Song (family may process with coffin if present)

Prayer of the Day

*Speakers if any

Readings

Sermon

Song

Creed

Prayers

*Communion liturgy

Lord’s Prayer

*Distribution of Communion

Song

Commendation

Possible Scripture Readings

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Psalm 23 (King James Version)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Psalm 23 (New Revised Standard Version)

1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

Psalm 91

1You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

2will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 

3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; 

4he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

5You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, 

6or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

7A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 

8You will only look with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 

9Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, 

10no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 

11For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

12On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 

13You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 

14Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. 

15When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them. 

16With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation. 

Matthew 5:1-10
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

John 10:11-15

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 

John 11:21-27

21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

John 14:1-6

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 

4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

2 Corinthians 4:6-12

For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  
8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life you. 

2 Corinthians 5:1-11

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling— 3if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences.

2 Timothy 4:6-8

6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

2 Peter 3:8-15
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 

9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

Revelation 21:2-5

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Summary of Funeral Policy for services held at Ascension Lutheran Church
1.  A funeral is a worship service that remembers the person we love and a time to commend him/her to the everlasting care of Jesus Christ.
2. In honor of the Sabbath, funerals will not be scheduled on Sunday.
3. The pastor will arrange to meet with the family to plan the service. 

4. All readings, speakers, and music are to reflect the integrity of worship.  

5. Holy Communion may be shared in the worship service.

6. Visitation at Ascension is generally one hour prior to the time of service.  Visitation beyond this time may require additional cost for the compensation of staff.  

7. Music options include the use of our musician, who requires adequate time to prepare music if beyond regularly known hymns.  The use of CD’s may be prepared instead of a musician if desired and must be available prior to the time of service.  Pastor will often prepare these CD’s.

8. Memorial designations are appreciated for the continued mission of Ascension.  

9. Funeral Luncheons are available, with family compensating for the cost of lunchmeat, cheese and bread.  Additional funds are appreciated for the continuation of this ministry in providing the paper products necessary to serve.

10. Funerals are a ministry of the church and we strive to keep our cost low.  Compensation for the following is expected:

a. Musician --$50-$75 (more if needs to obtain special music or accompany a soloist)

b. Sound Board--$35

c. Funeral Lunch—cost of lunchmeat, cheese, bread
d. Additional cost for extended visitation-$25/hour

**Cost for pastor, musician, and sound board are sometimes included in the package paid to the funeral home.  Other fees are paid directly to Ascension.
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